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[571 ABSTRACT

A zoom lens comprises a varifocal lens section having a

variator lens unit for varying the focal length of the
entire system and a compensator lens unit for compen-
sating for the image shift with zooming movement of
the variator lens unit, a relay lens section using a light
beam from the varifocal lens section for forming an
object image on a predetermined plane, a lens unit con-
stituting at least part of the relay lens section being
made to be an axially movable adjusting lens unit, and a
focus adjusting mechanism for axially moving the ad-
justing lens unit to effect focus adjustment, wherein
information about the focus deviation with variation of
the focal length by the varifocal lens section is obtained
in each focal length position and memorized in a mem-
ory, whereby the focus adjustment is carried out in such
a way that the predetermined focus deviation informa-
tion is selected from the memory based on a signal out-
put from a focal length detecting circuit for detecting
the zooming position of the varifocal lens section, the
amount of movement of the adjusting lens unit is com-
puted by a computing circuit based on the selected
focus deviation information and the signal output from
an adjusting lens unit detecting circuit for detecting the
axial position of the adjusting lens unit, and the adjust-
ing lens unit is moved by a drive device based on a
signal output from the computing circuit.

8 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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LENS MOVEMENT CONTROL DEVICE FOR
ZOOM LENS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to a lens movement control
device for a zoom lens having focus adjusting means,
suited to a photographic camera, video camera, or tele-
vision camera.

2. Description of the Related Art

It has been the common practice that the zoom lens
has, despite variation of the focal length of the entire

system by operating its varifocal section, to keep con-

- stant the position of an image plane. In more detail, the
varifocal section is constructed from a variator lens unit
for varying the focal length of the entire system and a
compensator lens unit which compensates for the shift
of the image plane resulting from the movement of the
variator lens unit. Stability of maintenance of the image
plane in the constant position against variation of the
focal length of the entire system is thus ensured in the
prior art.

In general, to do this, the variator lens unit may be
moved linearly on the optical axis, but the compensator
lens unit needs to move non-linearly on the optical axis.
In most of the zoom lenses, such a non-linear axial
movement of the compensator lens unit is controlled
mechanically, or by using a cylindrical cam mechanism.

The design of the camming slots for moving the vari-
ator lens unit and the compensator lens unit is made so
to assure lengths their loci of motion give a sharp image
on the focal plane in the constant position over the
entire zooming range. In fact, in the general case, due to
the influence of the tolerances on manufacturing, some
focus defects arise with zooming. For example, the
refractive index of the medium (glass) of the lens differs
from item to item, the lens thickness and the curvature
of the lens surface err in machining, and, for the lens
barrel, the machining error of the retainer rings and the
camming slots change from time to time. For any value
of the focal length, therefore, the image of optimum
sharpness takes different places (focal plane positions)
with different zoom lenses. Such a focal plane deviation
due to the manufacturing tolerances is becoming very
serious in developing zoom lenses which meet the re-
cent growing demand for a higher zoom ratio, a larger
relative aperture and a higher grade imagery.

If this problem is solved by adhering to the conven-
tional type of the operating mechanism for the zoom
lens, the production tolerance of each constituent part
would have to be made severer, g1v1ng an altematlve
problem that the production cost increases.

In addition, the deficiency of correction of the spheri-
cal aberration causes, in many cases, a focal plane devia-
tion whose amount varies with variation of the size of
aperture opening.

If this problem is solved by using the conventional
method of designing zoom lenses, the spherical aberra-
tion would have to be corrected far better than was
heretofore possible. This calls for an increase of the
number of lens elements, use of expensive materials in
some of the lens elements, or taking like measures, giv-
ing an alternative problem that the cost of materials
increases.

As the related art, there is U.S. Pat. No. 4,740,064 in
which the conventional slot type cam ring is not pro-
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2
vided and, instead, the mounting and operating mecha-
nism in the barrel gets a complicated structure.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A first object of the invention is to provide a lens
movement control device which permits the conven-
tional cam ring having camming slots to be employed so
that the barrel structure is kept relatively simple, yet
enables the focus deviation to be well compensated for
throughout the zooming range.

And, according to the invention, in a preferred em-
bodiment thereof, the zoom lens is constructed with a
varifocal lens section comprising a variator lens unit for
varying the focal length of the entire system and a com-
pensator lens unit for compensatmg for the shift of an
image plane with zooming movement of the variator

JIens unit, and a relay lens section for forming an object

image on a predetermined plane with the use of a light
beam from the varifocal lens section, wherein at least
one lens unit in the relay lens section is made to be an
adjusting lens unit-which is axially movable to adjust
the focus. For the zoom lens having such a focus adjust-
ing means, a lens movement control device is provided
with a memory portion for storing information repre-
senting a value of focus deviation for every focal length
position as determined when it is tested by operating the
varifocal lens section. As the zooming position of the
varifocal lens section changes, the prescribed focus
deviation information is selected based on a signal out-
put from a focal length detecting means. Based on the
selected focus deviation information and a signal output
from an adjusting lens unit detecting means for detect-
ing the axial position of the adjusting lens unit, a com-
puting means determines a distance the adjusting lens
unit is to be moved. Based on the signal output from the
computing means, a driving means moves the adjusting
lens unit to effect focus adjustment.

Besides this, in the present invention, as the aforesaid
zoom lens has an aperture stop, the aforesaid memory
portion further stores the values obtained by factoring
every value of the size of opening of the aperture stop
into determination of the value of focus deviation for
every focal length position, whereby the aforesaid com-
puting means makes determination of the required
amount of movement of the adjusting lens unit based on
the prescribed focus deviation information which has
been selected on the basis of the signal output from the
aforesaid focal length detecting means and another
signal output from an aperture value detecting means
for detecting the given value of the size of opening of
the aperture stop.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 and FIG. 3 are schematic diagrams of the
main parts of first and second embodiments of the in-
vention respectively.

FIG. 2 is a graph for explaining the focus deviation in
FIG. 1.

FIG. 4, FIG. 5 and FIG. 6 are graphs for explaining
variation of the spherical aberration in different zoom-
ing positions of the lens of FIG. 3.

FIG. 7 is a graph for explaining variation of the focus
deviation with variation of the aperture value in FIG. 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

FIG. 1 schematically shows the main parts of the first
embodiment of the invention. In the same figure, a fo-
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cusing lens unit 1 is followed by a varifocal lens section
2 which comprises a variator lens unit 5 for varying the
focal length of the entire system with zooming and a
compensator lens unit 6 for compensating for the image
shift as the focal length is varied by moving the variator
lens unit 5. The relation in which these lens units 5 and
6 are moved to effect zooming is determined by the
publicly known cam sleeve having camming slots
formed therein. And, these camming slots are figured
based on the design for the motion loci.

A relay lens section 3, in this embodiment, comprises
a relay front unit 7, a relay intermediate unit 8 and a
relay rear unit 9. Of these, the relay intermediate unit 8
is a movable lens unit for focus adjustment on axial
movement to perform a function to be described later.
A predetermined image plane is indicated by reference
numeral 4.

The zooming position of the variator lens unit § is
detected by a zooming position detecting means 10. The
axial position of the movable lens unit 8 is detected by a
movable lens detecting means 11.

For each item of the zoom lens, the focus deviation
due to, for example, the production tolerance, is found
in discrete values of the focal length (discrete zooming
positions) by means of measurement. The data are
stored as the focus deviation information in a memory
15.

A computing means 12 selects the prescribed focus
deviation information out of the data in the memory 15
based on a signal output from the zooming position
detecting means 10 and, by making reference to a signal
output from the movable lens unit detecting means 11,
determines by computation the axial position the mov-
able lens unit 8 is to take as the focus deviation should
be compensated for. A drive control means 13 is recep-
tive of a signal output from the computing means 12 for
driving an electric motor 14. The motor 14 moves the
movable lens unit 8 axially by a predetermined distance
based on a drive signal output from the drive control
means 13.

In the present embodiment, with an item of the zoom
lens in an as-assembled state to completion, variation of
the focal length is first carried out by moving the varia-
tor lens unit 5 and the compensator lens unit 6 along a
common optical axis. At this time, whether or not the
best focus is maintained in each zooming position is
tested by using a focus state detector, though not
shown, publicly known. If the best focus is not yet
established, the amount of focus deviation (the degree
of defocus) A bf is then sought. This work is performed
in each zooming position from the wide-angle end W to
the telephoto end T. The thus-obtained data of the defo-
cus degree are stored in the memory 15. Here, in the
present embodiment, for example, ten points are chosen
over the entire zooming range when this work is carried
out. The larger this number of points, the more accu-
rately the control can be made, of course. But, because
of a limited availability of the memory capacity, so
much choice has been made.

In this connection, it should be explained that, when
the movable lens unit 8 initially is so set that no focus
deviation occurs in, for example, the wide-angle end W
and the telephoto end T, if it would be otherwise made
stationary during zooming, the amount of focus devia-
tion A bf changes in other different zooming positions as
shown by, for example, a curve 16 in FIG. 2.

Next, the actual practice of photographing will be
considered. Suppose the varifocal lens section 2 is
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zoomed to a certain focal length position. The comput-
ing means 12 then computes the signal representing the
value of the focal length output from the zooming posi-
tion detecting means 10, information representing the
current position of the movable lens unit 8 output from
the movable lens unit detecting means 11 and the se-
lected one of the values of the focus deviation from the
memory 15, so as to determine the axial position the
movable lens unit 8 must be moved to compensate for
the focus deviation, and sends the computation result to
the drive control means 13. Based on the signal output
from the computing means 12, the drive control means
13 drives the motor 14. The motor 14 rotates, for exam-
ple, a cylindrical cam relative to the tubular body of the
lens barrel, until the movable lens unit 8 reaches that
axial position. Thus, the plane of a sharpest image of the
zoom lens is brought into coincidence with the prede-
termined image plane 4.

In the present embodiment, such an operation is en-
sured over the entire zooming range.

It should be noted that in the present embodiment, it
is only required that the movable lens unit is at least a
part of the relay lens section. So, the relay front unit 7
or the relay rear unit 9 may be used instead. Also, of the
plurality of lens units of the relay lens section 3, two or
more lens units in an arbitrary combination may be used
for the focus adjusting purpose.

FIG. 3 schematically shows the main parts of the
second embodiment of the invention.

In general, the amount of focus deviation resulting
from the zooming of the varifocal lens section differs
even with different sizes of opening of the diaphragm
aperture. On this account, in the present embodiment,
unlike the first embodiment of FIG. 1, the aperture
value is also taken as an additional factor in compensat-
ing for the focus deviation.

Assuming that the amounts of spherical aberration for
the wide-angle end W, the intermediate M and the tele-
photo end T are different from one another as shown
by, for example, line curves 19, 20 and 21 in FIG. 4,
FIG. 5 and FIG. 6, respectively. Then, the variation of
the position of the plane of best focus (focus position)
with zooming of the varifocal lens section takes various
different ways depending on the aperture values as
shown by curves 22, 23 and 24 in FIG. 7.

So, in the present embodiment, as the aperture size
varies to F1, F2, F3 and so on, the data about the
amount of focus deviation are previously detected in
each zooming position. The combination of these data
with those for the zooming positions is made to be mem-
orized in the memory 185.

When actually photographing, the signal output from
the zooming position detecting means 10 and a signal
output from an aperture value detecting means 18 for
detecting the size of aperture opening of a diaphragm 17
are used to select the corresponding one of the predeter-
mined values of focus deviation stored in the memory
15. At the same time, using the signal output from the
movable lens unit detecting means 11, the computing
means 12 determines the axial position the movable lens
unit 8 should take to compensate for that focus devia-
tion. :

Then, similarly to the first embodiment of FIG. 1,
based on the signal output from the computing means
12, the drive control means 13 drives the motor 14 to
axially move the movable lens unit 8, thus compensating
for the focus deviation over the entire range of variation
of the aperture size.
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It is to be noted that in the present embodiment, if the
focusing position affects the focus deviation, the move-
ment of the focusing lens unit 1 may be factored into the
compensation for the focus deviation.

According to the invention, at least part of the relay
lens section, or a lens unit, is made axially movable
under the prescribed conditions on the focal length or
the aperture size as has been described above. By this,
the influences of the machining tolerances and manufac-
turing errors of the constituent parts and of the spheri-
cal aberration on the variation of the focus deviation
can be removed to ensure that the latent ability to pro-
duce high grade imagery displays itself fully over the
entire zooming range. Hence, the invention has
achieved an improvement of the optical performance of
the zoom lens with the use of novel focus adjusting
means.

What is claimed is:

1. A Iens movement control device for a zoom lens
having variable focal lengths, comprising:

photographic lens means having first and second lens

units axially movable for zooming, and a relay lens
unit having a plurality of lens components to form
an image with a light beam coming from said first
and second lens units;

drive means for axially moving at least one lens com-

ponent of said plurality of lens components;

first detecting means for detecting a focal length;

second detecting means for detecting the position of

said at least one lens component;

memory means for memorizing information about the

movement of said at least one lens component for
each focal length; and

control means for controlling said drive means on the

basis of information memorized by said memory
means corresponding to the focal length detected
by said first detecting means and information about
the position detected by said second detecting
means.

2. A device according to claim 1, further comprising
a cam member having predetermined camming slots for
controlling the movement of said first and second lens
units.

3. A device according to claim 1, further comprising
a diaphragm in cooperation with said photographic lens
means and third detecting means for detecting the size
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6
of aperture opening of said diaphragm, and wherein said
control means controls said drive means further on the
basis of information detected by said third detecting
means.

4. A device according to claim 1, wherein said photo-
graphic lens means further has a lens unit axially mov-
able for focusing in front of said first and second lens
units.

5. A lens movement control device for a zoom lens
having a variable focal length comprising:

photographic lens means having first and second lens

units axially movable for zooming, and a relay lens
unit having a plurality of lens components for
forming an image with a light beam coming from
said first and second lens units;

drive means for axially moving at least one lens com-

ponent of said plurality of lens components;

a diaphragm;

first detecting means for detecting the size of aperture

opening of said diaphragm;

second detecting means for detecting the position of

said at least one lens component;

memory means for memorizing information about the

movement of said at least one lens component for
each size of aperture opening of said diaphragm;
and

control means for controlling said drive means on the

basis of information memorized by said memory
means corresponding to the size of aperture open-
ing detected by said first detecting means and infor-
mation about the position detected by said second
detecting means.

6. A device according to claim 5, further comprising
a cam member having predetermined camming slots for
controlling the movement of said first and second lens
units.

7. A device according to claim 5, further comprising
third detecting means for detecting a focal length, and
wherein said control means controls said drive means
further on the basis of information detected by said
third detecting means.

8. A device according to claim 5, wherein said photo-
graphic lens means further has a lens unit axially mov-
able for focusing in front of said first and second lens

units.
* * * * *



